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YOU have just received an inter-
view call for college admissions.
After making it through with your
resume, academic grades and cov-
ering letter, it is time to impress in
person. An interview is a two-way
conversation, where the interview-
er wants to determine if the
applicant is the right fit for the
opportunity in question while the
interviewee wants to decide if the
prospect is right for his/ her over-
all development.

However, interviews are not
conducted just face-to-face any-
more. With a number of applicants
from foreign countries, college
admission panels are preferring to
conduct interviews over the phone
and even online. Whatever may be
the mode of interview, you should
be prepared for a variety of inter-
view styles. Some interviewers may
ask questions from a list, while oth-
ers may stick to the conversational
style. Universities are looking at
students who can meet the
demands of the course, get along
with other students and adjust well
in a new, international culture.
Traits that cannot be uncovered
through entrance tests and aca-
demic grades are evaluated in an
interview. Since there is intense
competition, shortlisting and
admitting the right student can be a
demanding exercise. 

Before the D-day, you could pre-
pare in front of the mirror, a friend
or a family member by talking
about yourself, listing your skills,
talents and experiences that apply
to the opportunity in question.
Look out for nervous gestures and
use of slangs. Here are a few tips
that will help you come out with fly-
ing colours:
❚ Dress appropriately. Wear a for-

mal, yet comfortable outfit.
Formal shoes and neatly combed
hair should complement your
outfit. Don’t forget to wear a smile

on your face. 
❚ Listen to the question carefully

before you answer. If in doubt, ask
them to repeat themselves.

❚ Give honest and genuine answers. 
❚ Your answers should be clear and

specific. If required, elaborate
with relevant examples.

❚ Ensure that you answer the ques-
tion completely, covering all the
aspects needed.

❚ Do not get excited or argue
unnecessarily. Explain your point
politely and confidently.

❚ In a face-to-face interview, main-
tain eye contact with the
interviewer(s).

❚ Make sure you have an even tone
of voice throughout the interview.

❚ Once the interview is over, thank
the interviewer(s) for their time.

❚ You may ask when the final deci-
sion will be made, if it hasn’t been
communicated to you on the spot.

Nowadays, since interviews are
also conducted over the phone and

via internet, you may keep the fol-
lowing tips in mind: 
❚ Select a quiet place for the inter-

view. If you are doing it online, sit
against a neutral and neat back-
ground, so that the interviewers
are not distracted by what’s
behind you. Ensure that there is
no activity behind you.

❚ Keep all the documents that you
sent, at hand. You may also keep
some notes handy, but do not
shuffle papers or turn pages. It is
extremely noisy and distracting.

❚ For a telephonic interview, try and
give a landline number to the col-
lege. If you have to use a cell
phone, make sure it is fully
charged and you are not in a poor
network zone. The number on
which the phone call is expected
should be kept free. 

❚ If online, ensure that you have a
formal and interview-appropriate
username and picture. It is sensi-
ble to create a professional

account that can be used for mul-
tiple interviews.

❚ Conduct a test-run with a friend
to ensure your system and con-
nections are working properly.

❚ Close other programmes on your
computer. For the duration of the
interview, keep your cell phone
away and if you have a landline
connection in the room, unplug it.

❚ If you are using a laptop, ensure
that it is charged or plugged into a
power source so that the interview
runs uninterrupted.

Once the interview is over, jot
down notes — name of the inter-
viewer, questions asked, questions
you answered, etc. Always send a
thank you letter or follow-up e-
mail expressing your gratitude for
their time and reiterate your inter-
est in the opportunity. If there was
a question that you missed
answering during the interview,
you can use this follow-up letter to
convey your answer.
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18 career quotient celeb on campus
TIA BAJPAI, actress, 

on her college days 

I was a popular student in college
and also excelled in extra curricular
activities. I wanted to be an IAS
officer but ended up as an actress
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What is the qualification
required to practise law in
California?

Radhika Sinha, Pune
To apply to a law school in the
US, one has to appear for the
Law School Admission Test
(LSAT). Every state of US has
its own court system and sets
its own rules for practicing law.
Lawyers seeking admission
must earn a Juris Doctor
degree from a law school

approved by the jurisdiction,
and then pass a bar exam
administered by it. To practice
law in California, one needs to
qualify the California Bar
Examination.

In Singapore, what are the
tuition fees and scholarships
available for PG level courses
for international students?

Abhishek Sawant, Mumbai

Colleges in Singapore offer
scholarships and financial aid
to international students. The
eligibility and amount for
scholarships will vary from
college to college and it is best
to check with the college that
you are applying to for details.
Tuition fees will also depend on
the college and subject chosen
and also whether the masters’
degree is by research or by
doing course work.  

Varying rules of law in US

Vishwakarma Institute of Technology
(VIT) celebrated its first graduation
ceremony on its campus recently.
Meritorious students were felicitated.
Director of the institute, Professor
Jalnekar, spoke about the achievements of
the institute and events organised by it,
including a symposium on the scope and
need of healthcare that was held in
collaboration with the Binghamton
University, The use of the ERP system for
the smooth functioning of Learning,
Teaching and Governing. The annual event
‘Melange’ was organised at a budget of `40
lakh and was a program filled with
entertainment. The Institute had finished
second at ‘Firodia Karandak’.

study abroad 

FACE IT: While opting for an online interview, steer clear of buzzing areas and also ensure that the background is free of
activity so that the interviewer is not distracted

Just walk in and crack it

The University of Pune recently received
the e-governance award for its project
called ‘Pune University Network’. The state
government conferred the award on the
premier university. 

Accolades for Pune University  

MET League of Colleges, Mumbai, has
collaborated with the British Columbia
(Canada), Ascenda School of Management
along with Sprott Shaw College, Vancouver.
In association with these institutes, MET
has introduced the eMBA-Global Business
Management programme for delivering
global business management module and
industry internship in Canada. MET
students will have the opportunity to gain
part-time employment and an internship
during the programme in the overseas
market. MET already has tie-ups with
world renowned foreign universities such
as Michigan State University, USA, East
Lansing University, the Tianjin University,
China, the Hawaii University and
Chartered Insurance Institute, UK,
amongst others. MET’s international
alliances with such reputed B-Schools and
Universities thus, offers students the
opportunity to intern in USA, UK, Canada
and China. MET is also an NGO in Special
Consultative Status with UN (ECOSOC)
and has been ranked the 13th best B
School in South Asia by Asia Inc.

MET explores foreign links

Graduation Ceremony at VIT 


